CONSULTATION WITH HOMO,EOPATHS. SIR,-I am rather surprised that anyone at this time should again raise the question " Should homceopaths be met in consultation? " Are the homoeopaths bigoted or narrowminded P If any should think so let them read the introduction to Dr. R. Hughes's Manual of Therapeutics. I did so accidentally when a student, and was so pleased with it that I resolved to study it after I qualified.
I wonder if the extremest fancies that ever entered into the mind of a homueopath are more chimerical than the grave and laboured speculations of the lights of our profession, which are received with acclaim to-day and discarded tomorrow. Do we not use the remedies which they have introduced or rescued from oblivion, and shown us how to employ with advantage, and that without acknowledging their source ? Do we not read of a new remedy introduced by Dr. So-and-So, when it has been employed by the homceopaths since the time of Hahnemann, and oftener with more success by them, as they discriminate when it should be used, whereas those of the orthodox school employ it in all and every case, and being disappointed soon relegate it to the region of forgotten remedies, for example, potassium bichromate cactus grandiflora. Are our textbooks free from the teaching of homceopathy? I would ask those gentlemen who have written to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL on this subject to study carefully the Medical Annual for I887, Dr. Sidney Ringer's Handbook of Therapeutics, and compare them with Dr. Hughes's works, and tell us what opinion they come to. A number of medical men have told me they have been indebted to the homseopaths for some of the best hints they ever got, and I have learned more of the treatment of disease from some of these men than from those from whom much more was expected.
I think the time has now arrived when doctors should be bent more on relievinig human suffering, and advancing their profession, than standing on their dignity, and should not be above learning from all or any source.
What about the new serum treatment ? Does it not savour of similia similibus curantur T I think a great number of us, consciously or unconsciously, practise a little homceopathy, and I think it is not becoming in members of a liberal profession " to denounce Hahnemann as a charlatan, while presenting their patients with a plateful of crumbs furtively swept from Hahnemann's floor."
I have never met a purely homceopathic doctor in consultation, but will be very pleased to do so.-l am, etc., January 24th.
AN OPEN-MINDED GENERAL PRACTITIONER.
ST. JOHN AMBULANCE LECTURES. SIR,-I have just seen a circular of the St. John Ambulance Association re home hygiene. Among other matter itcontains regulations for the examination of " secretaries and executive officers of centres and class secretaries, the clergy, school teachers, county council lecturers, and all who are willing to ocoupy a portion of their time in spreading useful knowledge " for the lecturer's certificate. As this is a very serious departure from the rule of the Association to employ only registered medical practitioners as their lecturers, I think that the executive should give some authoritative statement of their reason for this proposal to constitute a body of lay lecturers. It means either that the Association is dissatisfied with the work done by their present staff of lecturers, or that the medical profession is getting tired of helping the Association. Seeing that without the aid of the profession the whole of the work of the St. John Ambulance Association would cease, I think tbat some statement should be made at once, or the AsBociation may find that medical men will refuse to give any course of lectures that the executive thinks may be given by lecturers who have merely passed an examination which does not require any special course of training; for the circular says, "T The attendance at a course of lectures before examination for a lecturer's certificate is not compulsory."
I shall be glad if some of the other lecturers of the Association will give their opinion on this circular.-I am, etc., January 2ISt.
HYGIENE.' THE MIDWIVES QUESTION.
SIR,-ThoEe of your readers who are interested in this question will be glad to hear that early next session an effort will be made, by consent of both parties, to appoint a Parliamentary Committee on this subject. I have this on the authority of Mr. Skewes-Cox, our local member, and it is particularly gratifying to me as I made this suggestion by letter to several M.P.'s, including the Home Seeretary and the Leader of the House on February i6th, I897, when we were threatened with a crude and premature Midwives Bill.
It is perfectly clear to me that any legislation dealing with "midwives" apart from "sick nurses" would be imperfect and faulty, and our efforts should now be directed to secute a satisfactory and workable " Sick and Obstetric Nurses Bill." When the time comes I shall be prepared to submit a scheme which was recently referred to in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.-I am, etc., EastSheen, Jan. 22nd.
ALEXANDER McCOOK WEIR.
CRIMINAL LUNATICS.
SIR,-The conflict of medical and legal opinions' about criminal lunatics is somewhat scandalous, and could be settled in this way: The justification of capital punishment is that it is beneficial to society-that it acts 4s a deterrent on criminals. Lunatics are not hanged because they are irresponsible, because such a punishment would be no deterrent to them. But many, if rot most, lunatics are influenced by a system of rewards and punishments, so that a criminal's sentence should be commuted upon satisfactory evidence not merely that he was insane, but that he was so insane that the fear of such a punishment would have no influence on his actions.-I am, etc., Croydon, Jan. 24th. SALT IN CHRONIC GOUT. SIR,-I note in the interesting paper read by Dr. Luff before the Harveian Society of London, on January 6th, and reported in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January Isth, that he recommends the habitual use of an artificial table salt instead of common salt (or chloride of sodium) in cases of chronic gout. He recommends one made from the ash of vegetables. A similar idea occurred to me about a year ago, but I have simply substituted chloride of lithium for chloride of sodium. My practice being almost exclusively gynaecological, I have only had the opportunity of testing this in one case and upon myself, as I am personally interested in the disease. In both cases the result appeared satisfactory, but of course no conclusion can be come to except by more extended observation. I therefore commend the matter to the general physicians. The use of chloride of lithium can certainly do no harm, and it is extremely agreeable in taste, and should be used exactly as eommon salt is used. I procured mine from Reynolds and Branson. Leeds.-I aii, etc., Leeds, Jan. 2iSt. JAMES BRAITRWAlTE, M.D. ANTISEPSIS IN OCUL&R SURGERY. SIR,-Apropos to the interesting discussion on antisepsis in ocular surgery, recorded in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 8th, will you allow me to remark that on January 5th I introduced to the, notice of the President and members of the Medico-Chirurgical Society of this city, a female patient, upwards of 70 years of age, on whom I had recently performed the operation of double extraction for cataract. The patient in question, a former inmate of the union hospital, was quite blind when I first saw her, very frail, under 7st. in weight, in bad health, and suffering from profuse discharge from the lachrymal sacs-in fact, after the lens had been removed the wound was constantly bathed in
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